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PURSUANT  TO 


Article  14f  Sub  section  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 

Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  compile  an  annual  report  applicable 
to  each  calendar  year  on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  the  sanitary  administra¬ 
tion  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district,  which,  in  this  case,  is  the  Borough 
of  Peterborough. 


Circular  1728  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  embodies  the  information  required 
by  the  Ministry,  and  the  report  for  1938  which  follows  i§  compiled  in  the 
main  on  the  lines  indicated  in  that  circular, 
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1. — GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1938. 

Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  (from  1st  April,  1929)  . 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  Estimated  (R.G.)  Mid.  1938 

No.  of  Inhabitated  Houses,  1931,  Census . 

Rateable  Value  £318,871. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (£1,296). 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

General  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Zymotic  Mortality  (epidemic  diseases) 


10,022 

43,551 

47,170 

11,018 


14.5 

10.94 

46.9 


II.— EXTRACT  FROIVS  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Legitimate 

634 

310 

324 

Illegitimate 

29 

13 

16 

663 

Still-births 

23 

686 

Birth  rate  14.5 

per 

Total 

M. 

F. 

DEATHS 

516 

265 

251 

*  England  and 

Wales  :  11.6. 

251  Death  rate  10.94* 


Deaths  of  Infants  (under  one  year  old)— 31. 

(1)  Legitimate,  30.  (2)  Illegitimate,  1. 

Total  infant  mortality,  per  1,000  live  births  .  46.9f 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

*(•  England  and  Wales  :  53. 


BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY. 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


England  and  Wales  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

The  Registrar  General’s  are  Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and 
Quarterly  Returns;  the  local  are  for  the  Calendar  Year  (1938). 


Peterborough. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census). 

Actual 

Nos 

Rates  per  1,000  population. 

Births  • — 

Live 

663 

14  1 

15.1 

15.4 

Still  . 

23 

.49 

0.60 

0.60 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes 

516 

10.94 

11.6 

11.0 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

fevers  .... 

— 

- — - 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  .... 

1 

.02 

0.04 

0.03 

Scarlet,  fever 

— — 

- — 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

4 

.08 

0.07 

0.06 

Influenza 

6 

.12 

0.11 

0.11 

Notifications: —  .... 

Smallpox 

— 

• — 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

29 

.61 

2.41 

2.58 

Diphtheria 

84 

1.78 

1.58 

1.53 

Enteric  fever 

— 

— 

0.03 

0.04 

Erysipelas 

15 

.32 

0.40 

0.39 

Pneumonia 

38 

.81 

1.10 

0.98 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

31 

47 

53 

51 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2  years  of 

age  . 

1 

1.5 

5.5 

3.6 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

0.89 

Not 

Others 

3 

4.52 

2.19 

available. 

Total  .... 

3 

4.52 

2.08 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total  Births 

(i.e.,  Live  and  Still). 

Notifications  : — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

10.20 

14.42 

12.51 
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2. — CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  PETERBOROUGH,  M.B.,  1938. 


( Registrar  General's  Figures). 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Civilians  only,  All  Causes 

265 

250 

515 

1.  Enteric  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Measles  .... 

— . 

1 

1 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— • 

1 

1 

5.  Diphtheria 

1 

3 

4 

6.  Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

1 

1 

8.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— • 

17 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

11 

6 

10.  Other  tuberculosis  disease 

1 

3 

4 

11.  Syphilis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

12.  General  Paralvsis  of  the  insane, 

*/ 

tabes  dorsalis 

2 

1 

3 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

36 

44 

80 

14.  Diabetes 

8 

10 

18 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc . 

15 

21 

36 

16.  Heart  disease 

73 

55 

128 

17.  Aneurysm 

1 

— 

1 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

13 

11 

24 

19.  Bronchitis 

12 

11 

23 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .... 

12 

6 

18 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

1 

8 

22.  Ulcer  Peptic  . 

5 

0 

5 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— ■ 

1 

1 

24.  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

2 

1 

3 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

0 

1 

26.  Other  diseases  of  the  liver,  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  . 

7 

6 

13 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  .... 

2 

7 

9 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

3 

— 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

3 

31.  Congenital  debility  and  malfor¬ 
mation,  premature  birth 

7 

10 

17 

32.  Senility  .... 

7 

14 

21 

33.  Suicide  .... 

5 

2 

7 

34.  Other  deaths  from  violence 

6 

4 

10 

35.  Other  defined  diseases  .... 

27 

23 

50 

36.  Causes  ill -defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

8 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  The  personnel  of  the  Medical,  Nursing  and  Sanitary  Staff  of  the 
Borough  is  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

1.  (ii)-  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 


1938  P.H.  Laboratory  Transactions. 

Nature  of  Specimen.  Positive.  Negative.  Doubtful.  Total. 


Brought  to  : 

Throat  (and  Nose)  Swabs  23  ii  38 

10 

57 

8 

75 

ix  38 

8 

81 

4 

93 

xi  &  xii  38 

1 

8 

1 

10 

Swab  of  other  discharges 

~ — • 

1 

• — 

1 

Other  specimens 

— 

— 

- - 

- — — 

Scalp  hairs  to  determine  if 

Ringworm  Spores  present 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid 

- - 

• - 

— 

1 

Total  number  of  specimens 

examined 

19 

147 

13 

179 

In  addition  : — Pathologist  at  Memorial  Hospital  did  16 


Grand  Total  195 


1,  (ii)  (b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Non-infectious  cases. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  from  the  position  detailed  in  previous  reports, 
a  Talbot  18-h.p.  vehicle,  as  mentioned  in  the  1937  Report,  having  been  put 
into  commission  at  the  beginning  of  that  year. 

The  arrangements  are  adequate  to  all  normal  needs  and  the  ambulance 
is  kept  at  the  Corporation  Depot,  St.  John’s  Street,  within  telephone  call 
day  and  night. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  1929  Morris,  mentioned  in  the  last  Report,  has  been  subjected  to 
renovation  and  c  xtensively  overhauled. 

This  ambulance  also  is  kept  at  the  Corporation  Depot,  St.  John’s  Street, 
within  telephone  call  day  and  night. 


1.  (ii)  (d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  from  last  year. 
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This  Borough  (or  City)  is  a  Non-County  Borough. 

In  affairs  relating  to  Maternal  and  Infant  Welfare  a  further  classification 
ensues,  in  which  the  Borough  is  classified  as  an  : — 

(a)  “autonomous  Welfare  Authority.” 

Tabulated  particulars  follow  to  detail  how,  as  an  autonomous  welfare 
authority,  the  various  ingredients  are  made  up  : — 

under— 

B  3  (I)  Maternity  (Ante-natal)  Service. 

„  (HI)  Health  Visitors’  Work. 

,,  (IV)  Child  Life  Protection. 

,,  (V)  Orthopaedic  Treatment  for  pre-school-age  children. 


II 


B.3.  (S). 

MATERNITY  (ANTE-NATAL)  SERVICE. 
Record  of  Work,  January,  1938  December,  1938. 


1.  Ante-Natal  Matron’s  Work. 

Pre-Natal  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  445 

Post-Natal  Visits .  66 

Visits  to  Midwives  .  32 

Special  Infant  Welfare  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  122 

Memorial  Hospital  Visits  5 


Total  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  670 

Attendances  to  Ante-Natal  Clinic  for  various  purposes  ....  117 

Expectant  Mothers  in  receipt  of  1  pint  T.T.  milk  daily  ....  27 

Mothers  sent  to  convalescent  home  ....  ....  ....  ....  nil. 

2.  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

CONSULTANT’S  CLINIC. 

Number  of  Sessions  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ....  ••••  12 

Total  Attendances  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  •••  169 

Pre-Natal  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  •— 

Post-Natal  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••••  •••• 

Patients  sent  for  X-ray .  3 

\ 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Patients  recommended  for  operative  treatment  ....  ....  2 

Normal  conditions  ....  ....  •  •••  — •  •  •  — •  ® 

Relieved  by  temporary  application  of  Surgical  Appliance  2 

Expectant  mothers  advised  to  have  dental  treatment  ....  32 

Dental  Consultations  (Dr.  Forsyth)  ....  ....  ....  ••••  2 

Mothers  acting  upon  advice  and  treated  by  our  dentist 

(during  periods  of  pregnancy)  ....  ••••  ••••  •••■  ^ 

Note. — Co-operation  between  practising  midwives  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
has  shewn  marked  improvement  during  1938. 
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B.3.  (iii). 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

No.  of  Births  notified  to  Department,  1938  : — 

By  Doctors  . .  . .  451 

By  Mid  wives  .  217 

No.  of  infants  died  under  1  Year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 


Health  Visiting. 

(iii).  Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  (1938). 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers— 

First  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  135 

Total  visits  ....  ....  ^  ....  ....  ....  474 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

First  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  688 

Total  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2917 

(c)  To  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years,  Total  visits  2791 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  : 

(i.)  By  children  under  1  year  of  age  ....  ....  5997 

(ii.)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  6411 

(d)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the  Centres 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who  on  first  attendance 
were  : 

(i.)  Under  1  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  310 

(ii.)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  ....  ....  71 

(e)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the  Centres 
during  the  year  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : 

(i.)  under  1  year  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  188 

(ii.)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  ....  ....  278 


B.3.  (iii)  (contd.) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

The  total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  free  during  the  year  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  was  as  under  : — 

Liquid.  Dried. 

gallons.  pounds. 

By  the  Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  218J  1396 

Totals  .  218J  1396 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

B.3.  (iv)  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

CHILDREN  TAKEN  FOR  REWARD. 

The  Two  Health  Visitors  have  (since  April  1934)  been  acting  as  Infant 
Protection  Visitors  under  the  Acts  in  their  respective  areas. 

At  the  “appointed”  date  of  taking  over,  the  official  registers  showed  19 
foster-parents  in  charge  of  26  children  taken  for  gain. 

•J 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  under  review  the  official  registers  had  par¬ 
ticulars  of  14  foster-parents  registered  in  charge  of  15  children  taken  for 
gain. 


There  were  2  offences  against  the  Act  during  the  year. 
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Section  B.3.  (v). 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT  FOR  CHILDREN  OF  PRE-SCHOOL 

AGE. 

(i).  In-Patient  Treatment  : — 

The  first  two  under-noted  children  of  pre-school  age  received  in-patient 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  orthopaedic  staff  of  Manfield  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Northampton,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  at  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital, 
Dollis  Hill,  N.W.2,  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Peterborough  Borough  Child 
Welfare  Committee,  for  the  periods  and  deforming  conditions  noted  in  the 
subjoined  columns. 


Sex 

of 

Child. 

Age  (years  and 
months)  on 
admission  to 
Hospital. 

Kind  of  Deformity. 

Duration  during 
1938  of  in-patient 
treatment. 

Remarks. 

M. 

4 

Congenital  dis- 

33  weeks 

Additional  to  3 

M. 

12 

0 

location  of  hip 

Club  Foot 

2  days 

days  in  1936 
and  44  weeks  5 
days  in  1937. 
Additional  to  2 

M. 

s 

Congenital  Single 

6  weeks  5  days 

weeks  5  days  in 
1936  and  2  days 
in  1937. 
Additional  to  6 

12 

Hare-lip  and  Cleft 
Palate. 

/ 

weeks  5  days  in 
1937. 

(ii).  Out-Patient  supervision  : — 

This  part  of  orthopaedic  work  for  local  cases  is  undertaken  as  a  clinic 
in  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Peterborough  General  (Memorial) 
Hospital,  where  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  Manfield  Hospital,  Northampton, 
consults  once  monthly,  and  other  staff  of  Manfield  Hospital  hold  after-care 
and  follow-up  clinic  weekly  between  the  Surgeon’s  visits. 

Infants  of  pre-school  age  were  recipients  of  either  first  instance  treatment 
or  after-care  following  discharge  from  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


INFECTION  IN  THE  PUERPERAL  STATE. 

P.H.  (Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia) 

Regulations,  1926. 

Consolidated  (October  1937)  as  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Notifications  1938 

1st  qr.  2nd  qr.  3rd  qr.  4th  qr.  Rate  per  1,000 

12  2  2  Total  (live 

and  Still 
Births). 
10.15 

Fatal — NIL. 
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SECTION  B. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1938. 


Cause. 

Weeks. 

Total 

under 

one 

month. 

Months. 

Total 

under 

one 

year. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

3— 

1— 

3— 

6— 

9— 

Prematurity  ... 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Inanition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Malformation(s) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

- — - 

4 

Asphyxia  Accidental 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hernia  (operation) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Intussusception 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Mastoid  Disease  (operation) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

• — - 

— - 

— 

— 

- — - 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

- — - 

2 

(Gastro)  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

TOTALS  . 

16* 

31 

*50%  of  total  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

Of  the  total  14  were  males  and  17  females,  compared  with  28  males  and  14  females  for 
1937,  the  reduction  being  accounted  for  amongst  individual  causes  in  the  decline  of  Pneumonia 
(50%)  and  the  entire  absence  of  (Gastro)  Enteritis. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORIUM,  1938. 


Cases. 


Notified 
during  the 
Year 


Treated.  Vision 

- Unimpaired 

at  Home  In  Hospital 


Vision  Total 

Impaired  Blindness  Deaths 


2 


9 


2 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

There  were  no  alterations  in  plant  at  either  Wilsthorpe  or  Etton  during 
1938.  Schemes  are  in  hand  for  new  plant  at  both  stations. 


Water  raised  at  Wilsthorpe  during  1938  .... 

(January — December ) . 

Water  raised  at  Etton  during  1938 
(January — December). 

Total  .... 


Gallons. 

373,460,000 

417,390,000 

790,850,000 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (ConttL) 

Section  C.l.  (i). 

The  following  is  a  complete  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  of  the 
water,  as  raised  from  both  sources,  Wilsthorpe  and  Etton  : — 

Copy  of  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  on  21/6/88  from  Peterborough 
Corporation  labelled  Hydrant  on  18  in.  Main,  Wilsthorpe  Pumping  Station. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 


Appearance :  Clear  and  bright. 
Colour :  Normal. 

Reaction  pH.  :  Neutral : 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C. 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Hardness  :  Permanent 
Temporary 
Total 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F. 

Metals 


Odour  :  Nil 

7.1  Free  Carbonic  Acid  2.8 

600  Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°C.  40.0 

I. 8  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  22.5 

Carbonate 

II. 5 
20.5 
32.0 

0.18  Nitrites  absent 

0.0000  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen. 

0.0000  Albuminoid  Nitrogen.  — 
0.010 
Absent. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 


Number  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar 
per  c.c.  or  ml.  in  1  day  at  37 °C. 

2  days  at  37°C. 

3  days  at  20°C. 

The  Bacillus  Coli 
Bacillus  Welchii 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sprogenes) 


1 

5 

8 

Absent  in  100  c.c. 
Absent  in  100  c.c. 


REPORT  : — 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal  colour.  The  water  is 
neutral  in  reaction,  very  hard  in  character,  although  not  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  be  unwholesome,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  and  no  metals. 

The  water  is  of  a  high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character,  and  suitable  for  the  purposes  of 
a  Public  supply. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (Contd.) 

Section  C.  (contd.) 

Copy  of  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  on  21/6/38  labelled  Tap  on  18  in. 
Main,  Etton  Waterworks  : — 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 


Appearance  :  Very  faint  suspension 
Colour  :  Normal. 

Reaction  pH.  :  Neutral  : 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C. 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Hardness  :  Total 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxyrgen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F. 

Metals  Iron 


of  mineral  particles. 

Odour  :  Nil 

7.2  Free  Carbonic  Acid  2.6 

600  Total  Solids  dried  a  tl80°C.  40.0 
2.5  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  23.5 
Carbonate 

26.0  Temporary  :  21.5  Permanent  4.5 
0.08  Nitrites  absent 

0.0168  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen. 

0.000  Albuminoid  Nitrogen.  — 

0.000 

0.010  Manganese,  etc.,  absent. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 


Number  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar 
per  c.c.  or  ml.  in  1  day  at  37°C. 

2  days  at  37°C. 

3  days  at  20°C. 

The  Bacillus  Coli 

Bacillus  Welchii 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes). 


0 

2 

6 

Absent  in  100  c.c. 
Absent  in  100  c.c. 


REPORT  : — 

This  sample  is  not  quite  clear  and  bright,  but  contains  a  slight  deposit 
consisting  of  mineral  debris.  The  water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  very  hard 
in  character,  although  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity, 
and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron. 

It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality,  and  a  high  degree  of  bacterial  purity 
and  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  for  the  purposes  of  a  Public 
Supply. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (contd.) 

Section  C.  (contd.) 

2.  Water  Mains. 

(a)  There  were  no  additions  to  the  pumping  mains  from  the  Waterworks 
during  1938,  i.e.,  mains  laid  and  water  taken  into  general  supply,  but 
work  on  the  new  18  in.  and  24  in.  mains  in  Etton  Lane  and  Etton  Lane 
— Lincoln  Road  junction  to  the  City  respectively  and  forming  part  of 
the  improvement  scheme  commenced  in  June  1938  and  will  soon  be 
completed.  Concise  details  will  be  available  tor  the  1939  Report. 


(b)  New  distribution  service  mains  laid  during  1938  : — 


Position.  Length  Size. 

in  yards. 


Class 
of  pipe. 


Remarks. 


1. 

King’s  Gardens 

190 

(off  Park  Rd.  and 
Garton  End  Road). 

2. 

Dogsthorpe  Grove 

70 

3. 

Garton  End  Estate 

1850 

i.e.  Grimshaw  Road 
Sallows  Road  and 
Chain  Close. 

4. 

Arundel  Road, 

290 

Mountsteven  Avenue. 


4  in. 


3  in. 

4  in. 


4  in. 


5,  Brewster  Avenue  170  4  in, 

(off  Oundle  Road) 

*6,  Lincoln  Road,  Wer-  36  4  in’ 

rington,  Peterbor* 

Qugh  side  of 
Werrington  Bridge, 


7,  Fulbridge  Road 

495 

6  in, 

Paston  (Level 

122 

Crossing  to  Itter 

4  in. 

Park  Entrance) 

8,  Thorpe  Road, 

425 

6  in, 

Thorpe  Avenue — 
Thorpe  Park  Road 
extension. 


Spun  To  supply  new  houses  er- 

Iron  ected  by  private  enterprise. 


Asbestos  cement  ,,  ,, 

pressure  pipes. 

Spun  ,,  ,» 

Iron 

u  »»  »» 


Improvements  in  distribu¬ 
tion  system. — removal  of 
“dead  ends”  and  provision 
for  future  development. 

Improvement  in  distribu¬ 
tion  system  and  removal  of 
“dead  ends.” 


Extensions  1 — 7  Laid  by  direct  labour. 
8  ,,  ,,  contract. 


"■Additional  mains  from  Werrington  Bridge  to  City  Boundary  were  com¬ 
menced  towards  the  end  of  1938  and  completed  early  in  1939— detads  will 
he  given  for  the  next  Report,  together  with  mains  laid  through  Paston  Ridings 

early  in  1939. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  lengths  of  old  mains  were  replaced  with  new 
mains  in  St.  John’s  Street,  St.  Mary’s  Street  and  City  Road  during  1938. 
The  work  is  not  complete  and  is  being  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 

new  road  works. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (Contd.) 

Section  C.3.  (2). 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  1938. 

Acknowledgement  is  due  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Smith,  A.M.I.C.E.,  the  City  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  for  the  particulars  he  has  kindly  supplied  under  this  heading. 

(1)  No  extension  in  the  area  cleansed  took  place  in  1938,  but  the  tonnage 
of  refuse  collected  showed  an  increase  of  1,786  tons  over  that  collected  in 
1937.  (Year  ending  March  31st,  1937—12,802  tons  ;  year  ending  March  31st, 
1938—14,588  tons). 

(2)  iSo  horses  are  now  used  on  refuse  collection,  the  work  being  done  by 
three  S.D.  freighters,  7  cube  yards  capacity,  and  three  S.D.  freighters,  8  cube 
yards  capacity. 

x 

(3)  The  total  number  of  cesspools  in  the  Borough  remains  at  about  300, 
and  of  these  approximately  160  have  been  emptied  at  least  once  during  the 
year. 

(4)  The  method  ol  refuse  disposal  has  been  changed  from  tipping  at  the 

old  refuse  tip  on  part  of  the  Sewage  Farm,  where  no  control  was  exercised 
whatsoever,  to  controlled  tipping  on  a  proposed  school  site  in  Bishop’s  Road. 
This  tip  is  approximately  8  feet  in  depth  which  will  in  due  course  consolidate 
to  6  feet.  The  method  is  to  plough  the  original  meadow  and  turn  back  the 
soil  to  a  depth  ol  2  leet  and  a  width  of  6  feet,  working  on  a  face  approximatelv 
25  leet  long.  Refuse  is  then  tipped  and  soil  thrown  back  over  the  face  from 
below,  until  the  strip  is  completed,  when  the  whole  process  is  repeated  on  a 
further  6  feet  width.  1 


The  total  area  of  the  site  being  tackled  at  present  is  about  3j  acres  and 
tipping  is  being  carried  out  at  a  rate  of  about  2  acres  per  year.  The  method 
has  been  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  in  practice  and  will  turn  a  site  pre^ 
viously  subject  to  floods,  into  a  useful  playing  field. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE.  Phase  ii  (Privately-owned  property). 
MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  LOCAL  INQUIRY. 

ORDER  confirming  Clearance  Order.  16th  January,  1939. 


Area  No. 


Description  and  situation  of  property. 


1.  CITY  ROAD 


(i)  Fitzwilliam  Yard  (1  &  2) 

(ii)  Marriott’s  Yard  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  &  7 
Chapel  Street  (2a) 


No.  of  Houses. 

2 

6 

1 


2.  ST.  MARY’S  STREET  Thacker’s  Row,  St.  Mary’s  Street  (Nos.  16-34)  10 


3.  ST.  JOHN’S  STREET 

4.  Ditto. 

5.  Ditto. 

6.  WELLINGTON  ST. 


7. 


Ditto. 


8.  EASTGATE 

9.  FENGATE 


10.  ALBERT  PLACE 
10a.  ALBERT  PLACE 

11.  MILTON  STREET 

12.  MILTON  STREET 


13.  LONGTHORPE 
15.  WELLINGTON  ST. 


16.  WOOD  STREET 


17.  CITY  ROAD 


St.  John’s  Street  (Nos.  62-76)  “U” 

Ditto.  (Nos.  69,  71  and  73) 

Ditto.  Ward’s  Lane  (Nos.  110-116) 

Alford  Terrace  (1,  2  &  3)  and  Wellington  St. 
(No.  3)  “E”f 

Ditto.  (Nos.  46,  48  &  48a) 

Coach  &  Horses  Yard  (1,  2  Sc  3) 

Pond  Houses,  Nos.  1  &  2,  and  Pond  Cottage, 
Fengate 

Woodcock’s  Row  (Nos.  1-6) 

Globe  Street  (Nos.  1,  3,  5  &  7) 

Baynes  Yard  (1-4),  Wood  Street  “U” 

Milton  Street  (Nos.  31  &  33)  and  St.  Leonard’s 
Street  (Nos,  44  &  46)  “U” 

Longthorpe,  Old  Farm  Cottages 

Wellington  Street  (Nos.  22  &  22a) 

Rimmington  Place,  Nos.  1-7)  “U” 

City  Road,  Nos.  45,  47 


8 

3 

4 


4 

3 


6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

7 

9, 


9 

10 

15 

7 

3 

3 

10 


8 


7 

2 

2 


80 


“U”  Denotes  unopposed. 

'“E”f  ,,  house  excised  from  confirmation  by  Ministry  of 

Health, 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


I*  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  (1938). 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

1925  dCd  Under  the  H°Using  (Consolidated)  Regulations, 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

II.— Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  .... 

*  *  *  *  tttt  ?  <  •  •  0 1  •  •  «  ***e 

....  ••••  ?  t  M 

HI*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Act  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  serving  of  formal  notices  : — - 


(a)  by  owners  . 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
B.— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

0.  -Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  (including  Orders  made  in  Previous 


1023 

2291 

320 

800 


77 


86 


5 


3 


» •  •  • 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  PART  IV. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted  11th  July,  1938,  to  the  Housing 
Committee  a  detailed  report  for  the  extinction  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough 
within  a  limited  period,  the  particulars  of  the  report  are  set  out  hereunder  : — 


To  the  Members  of  the  Housing  Committee. 

OVERCROWDING. 

By  re-scrutiny  of  the  lists  relative  to  both  Council  and  non-Council  pro¬ 
perty,  having  regard  to  removals,  and  2  cases  which  will  be  remedied  by  slum 
clearance,  the  amount  of  overcrowding  which  falls  to  be  dealt  with  in  toto 
amounts  to  not  more  than  31  in  the  case  of  non-Council  property  and  14  in 
the  case  of  Council  property. 

The  disposition  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  is  as  follows  : — 

Incidence  of  Over-crowding. 

Overcrowded  by  ....  4^  4  3j  3  2^  2  lj  1 

Privately  Owned  ....  1  —  3  3  3  3  7  11 

Council  Owned  .... —  1  —  114  15 

Overcrowding  by  \  has  been  waived  from  both  lists,  except  in  cases  where 
with  more  than  one  child  under  10,  this  amount  of  overcrowding  is  likely 
to  be  aggravated  by  over  I  eventually. 

If  by  assuming  that  the  number  of  tenants  which  are  to  be  re-accommo* 
dated  is  the  figure  44,  and  allocating  the  tenants  as  shown  statistically  in 
columns  1  to  7  of  the  (preceding)  tabulation — making  use  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  Section  61  of  the  Act  by  utilising  the  device  of  granting  a  licence 
permitting  excess  by  not  more  than  one  above  the  “permitted  number” 
per  house  as  ascertained  by  survey,  means  are  thereby  accorded  of  extin¬ 
guishment. 

By  utilisation  of  this  procedure,  practically  the  whole  of  the  overcrowding 
in  the  City  can  be  disposed  of,  the  number  of  licences  not  being  likely  to 
exceed  13  or  14,  finality  can  thereby  be  imparted  in  so  far  as  the  Council’s 
statutory  duty  is  concerned. 

It  ought  perhaps  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  connection  with  ti  c  granting  of 
licences,  that  if  there  are  any  instances  of  persons  offered  alternative  accom¬ 
modation  who  refuse  to  enter  or  utilise  that  alternative  accommodation, 
the  cases  in  which  licences  have  been  granted  can  form  a  supplementary 
list  from  which  could  be  erected  a  rota  and  thus  gradually  overcome  the 
problem  of  those  overcrowded  in  the  lower  denominations. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  Part  IV.  OVERCROWDING. 

Conditions  in  the  City  with  respect  to  overcrowding  at  the  end  of  the 

year  1938  were  as  follows  : — 

A. 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year .  3 

„  ,,  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

,,  „  persons  dwelling  therein .  33 

B. 

No  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

C. 

Overcrowding  Relieved  in  Council  Property, 

Overcrowding  abated  by  rehousing  in  Council  property  ....  ....  11 

Number  of  families  rehoused  ....  ....  ....  ....  ---  •  11 

,,  „  persons  affected  ....  ....  ....  •  98 

„  ,,  cases  which  have  been  self-abated  ....  ....  ....  1 

55  „  abated  by  special  licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

D. 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  Relieved  in  Private  Property, 

Number  of  cases  relieved  by  rehousing  in  Council  property  14 

,,  ,,  families  rehoused  ....  ....  •  •  •••*  ^ 

„  „  persons  affected  ....  ....  ••  •  •••• 

)}  cases  which  have  been  self-abated  ....  ....  ....  19 

i9  „  abated  by  special  licence . •  ^ 

E. 

» 

Number  abated  in  Council  and  non-Council  property  .  49 

218 

Number  of  visits 

Number  of  Prosecutions 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  STATISTICAL  RETURN  FOR  1938. 
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1,000  pop.  (per  ward) 


SECTION  F.2. 

3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1938. 


Disease. 


Cases  Notified. 


Cases 

admitted  Deaths, 

to  Hospital. 


O 

H 


<D 


CD 

XJ 

c 

p 


Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  — •  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  86  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  29  — 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

paratyphoid)  ...  ... - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  7  — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  38  3 

Other  Diseases,  i.e. 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  15  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  —  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2  2 

Encephalitis  Lethagica  ... - 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  1  — 
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*  2  un-notified. 


§  14  un-notified.  f  1  un-notified. 


SECTION  F.5 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmy. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmy. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

1—5 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

• — - 

— 

5—10 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— - 

10—15 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

1 

15—25 

5 

6 

1 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

— • 

25—35 

5 

2 

- — ■ 

- — - 

2 

*3 

— 

*1 

35—45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

*3 

1 

— 

— ■ 

45—55 

6 

2 

- — - 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

- — 

*1 

Totals 

19 

12 

3 

2 

11 

6 

1 

3 

Ratio  of  un-notified  deaths  to  notified  is  : — 4  :  17. 

*  One  un-notified  in  each  case. 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  (which  superseded 
the  Act  of  1901  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  on  1st  July,  1938)  in  connection 

with 

1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(i) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 
(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

40 

— 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

69 

1 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

109 

1 

— 

2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

(i) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  on 
offences  if 
respect  to 
which  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted. 

(5) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

- - 

^Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 

1938. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Town  Hall, 

To  the  1939. 

Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Peter¬ 
borough. 

Madam  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Report  for  the  year  1938, 
this  being  my  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report. 

To  facilitate  comparison,  the  Report  is  built  up  on  similar  lines  to  its 
predecessors.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  with  work  that 
cannot  be  tabulated,  but,  as  far  as  tabulation  is  practicable,  details  of  work 
done  follow  under  their  respective  headings.  From  these  details  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Staff  are  fully  occupied,  priority  work  and  special  calls  taking  up 
the  bulk  of  the  time,  while  each  additional  Act  which  comes  into  force  brings 
its  quota  of  extra  duties,  the  carrying  out  of  which  must,  of  necessity  take 
time  and  attention  from  other  sections  of  the  work. 

The  Public  Health  Act  of  1936  which  came  into  force  in  October  1937 
while  primarily  a  consolidating  Act,  also  included  additional  powers  en¬ 
forceable  by  Local  Authorities  :  for  example,  all  offices  are  now  “Workplaces” 
and  subject  to  inspection,  i.e.  respecting  sanitary  conveniences,  cleanliness 
ventilation  and  overcrowding.  The  number  of  inspections  made,  and  work 
done,  in  this  connection  are  included  in  the  Schedule  set  out  on  Page  5. 

Moveable  dwellings — which  are  defined  by  the  Act  as  including  “a.nv 
tent,  van  or  other  conveyance  whether  on  wheels  or  not,  or  any  shed  or  similar 
structure  used  for  human  habitation” — cannot  be  occupied  beyond  a  specified 
period  named  in  the  Act  unless  such  moveable  dwelling  is  licensed  by  the 
Local  Authority  ;  and  no  land  can  be  used  beyond  a  specified  period  as  a 
site  for  moveable  dwellings,  namely  as  a  camping  site,  unless  also  licensed. 

There  are  approximately  twelve  moveable  dwellings  scattered  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  to  which  the  foregoing  Section  269  applies.  These  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  the  consideration  of  the  Report  thereon 
is  now  before  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1925  there  was  within 
the  City  area  a  river  population,  living  in  Houseboats,  of  93  persons  including 
a  number  of  children.  There  are  now  only  six  occupied  House-boats  with  a 
population  of  7  adult  persons. 

The  Factory  Act  1937  came  into  force  in  July  1938.  This  is  a  consolidating 
and  extending  Act  with  certain  additional  powers  delegated  to  Local  Auth¬ 
orities. 
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The  term  “Workshop”  is  now  deleted.  All  premises  under  the  Aet  are 
now  Factories,  i.e.  Mechanical  or  Non-Mechanical.  One  important  change 
is  that  Local  Authorities  are  now  responsible  for  the  oversight  of  sanitary 
conveniences — as  to  the  sufficiency,  suitability  and  cleanliness — in  all  factories, 
and  are  also  responsible  for  all  Non-Mechanical  Factories— particularly  re¬ 
garding  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  etc. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  This  Act  comes  into  force  on  October  1st,  1939. 
It  is  a  consolidating  Act  containing  alterations  and  extensions  of  previous 
Acts  dealing  with  Food,  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling,  Milk  and  Dairies,  Slaugh¬ 
terhouses,  etc.,  with  additional  provisions  of  a  far  reaching  character  enforce¬ 
able  by  Local  Authorities  ;  to  cite  one  example,  Section  14  provides  that  no 
premises  shall  be  used  for  the  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale, 
of  ice  cream  or  the  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale,  or  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food 
intended  for  sale,  unless  they  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  :  while 
Section  13  sets  out  various  provisions  that  must  apply  to  rooms  where  food 
intended  for  sale  is  prepared  or  stored.  These  clauses  will  apply  to  a  large 
number  of  premises  in  your  area  and  will  inevitably  bring  increasing  work — 
particularly  in  the  pre-registration  stage. 

Smoke  Abatement  : — 16  formal  observations  were  made  and  nine  inter¬ 
views  and  two  letters  followed. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  included  in  the  Schedule  on  Page  5. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  Theatres  and  Cinemas  were  inspected 
under  the  provision  of  Circular  120  and  I  was  able  to  report  favourably  thereon 
to  the  Licensing  Justices. 

163  visits  were  made  to  Shops  regarding  the  provisions  of  Section  10  of 
the  Shops  Act  1934,  and  particulars  of  work  done  in  4  cases  are  included  in 
the  Schedule  on  Page  5. 

Periodical  visits  were  paid,  in  the  season,  to  the  premises  of  the  principal 
manufacturers  of  ice  cream. 
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INSPECTIONS,  COMPLAINTS,  NOTICES. 

Inspections — 5601 .  Re-visits— 17C6.  Complaints  (Formal) — 145.  Action 
was  necessary  in  116  cases.  Notices— 57  Informal  and  5  Statutory  Notices 
were  served  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 


NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

New  Drains  laid  or  partly  relaid 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired,  or  Inspection  Chambers  repaired  or  built 
New  Ventilating  Shafts  fixed  or  Shafts  repaired 
New  W.C.s  provided 

W.C.  apartments  repaired  or  reconstructed  .... 

Ditto  re  Shops 
Ditto  re  Offices  .... 

New  W.C.  pans,  traps,  or  pedestals  fixed 
New  W.C.  flushing  apparatus  provided 
Ditto  re  Offices  .... 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  adjusted 
Smoke  abatement 
Roofs  repaired 

Rain-water  pipes  and  spoutings  repaired  or  renewed 

External  walls  re-pointed  . 

Window  frames  repaired,  renewed,  made  to  open,  etc. 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 
Internal  repairs  or  reconstruction  to  houses 
Water  laid  on  inside  houses 
New  sinks  or  baths  fixed 
Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Paving  repaired  or  relaid 
Privies  abolished 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  removed 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 


44 

67 

17 

12 

42 

4 

2 

30 

4 

1 

15 

3 

81 

49 

80 

27 

40 

129 

2 

9 

12 

26 

1 

9 

81 

787 


HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

1,023  Flouses  were  inspected,  arid  a  total  of  2,291  visits  were  made  for 
this  purpose.  The  number  of  Houses  inspected  includes  320  House  to  House 
Inspections.  The  total  of  visits  given  include  a  number  of  re-visits  to  the 
80  Houses  included  m  the  Council  s  second  phase  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
the  Ministry  of  Health  s  Enquiry  respecting  which  was  held  in  September. 

Details  of  repair  and  re-conditioning  work  carried  out  are  included  in 
the  preceding  Schedule. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

115  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  respecting  various  notifiable  disease 
cases  and  67  re-visits.  The  usual  enquiries  respecting  contacts,  schools  and 
possible  source  of  infection,  were  made  for  the  information  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  also  recorded.  Library  books  in  circulation  were 
removed  for  disinfection  or  destruction. 

Printed  instruction  particulars  were  left  at  each  house. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  is  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  •••• 

Phthisis  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  •—  ••••  ••••  ** 

Non-notifiable  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  •—  ••••  24 

Schools  (Rooms)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  40 

191 


Bedding  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  be  disinfected  from 

115  Houses  (after  Infectious  Disease)  ....  ....  968  articles 

4  Houses  (after  non-notifiable  Diseases)  ....  ....  ....  98  ,» 

4  Houses  (after  Phthisis)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^3  „ 

1119 


53  articles  of  bedding  were  removed  on  request  from  various  houses  in 
the  City  for  disinfection  after  certain  diseases,  and  for  which  payment  has  been 
made. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  all  articles  removed 

Beds  _  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  '••* 

Blankets 

Pillows 

Bolsters 

Mattresses  .... 

Counterpanes,  etc. 

Carpets,  etc. 

Clothing 

Miscellaneous 


84 

314 

241 

77 

40 

147 

12 

45 

212 


1172 
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ERADICATION  OF  THE  BED  BUG. 

9  ^ol’ses  ^ye  been  disinfested  by  private  Owners  for  the  eradication  of 
the  Bed  Bug  (Cimex  Blocks  being  used  in  each  case),  and  6  Council  Houses 
(l““  being  used  in  5  cases  by  the  Council’s  Works  Department 
and  HlJN  Gas  m  one  case  by  a  firm  specialising  in  this  work).  Several 
supervisory  visits  have  been  paid  to  houses  dealt  with  in  previous  years. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

117  visits  were  paid  to  the  40  Fried  Fish  Shops  which  are  on  the  Register, 
6  of  these  are  subject  to  Annual  renewal  approval.  10  changes  in  occupation 
no  place  during  the  year.  3  verbal  cautions  were  given  respecting  minor 

defaults.  Apart  from  this  the  premises  generally  have  been  found  elean 
and  satisfactory. 

Lime  washing,  on  request  .........  i 

New  sink  in  cleaning  shed  ....  ^ 

New  pan  to  range  ....  ^ 

General  reconstruction  of  premises  .  1 

Minor  repairs 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  4  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  found  kept  in  a  clean  and 
satisfactory  condition,  and  the  Bye-laws  observed.  62  visits  were  paid 

thereto  at  irregular  intervals  ;  only  2  verbal  cautions  respecting  minor  matters 
were  found  to  be  necessary. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  an  application  was  received  to  register  certain 
premises.  These  were  inspected  and  measured  up.  Subsequently  the 
applicant  wrote  withdrawing  his  application,  as  the  expenditure  involved 
to  ma,ke  the  premises  suitable  would  not  be  justified  as  they  were  likely  to  be 
demolished  at  an  early  date  owing  to  their  inclusion  in  an  improvement  scheme. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

AND 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


1,755  formal  visits  have  been  paid,  chiefly  at  irregular  times,  to  the  21 
licensed  Slaughterhouses.  These  have  been  found  well  managed  and  kept 
m  a  clean  and  satisfactory  state.  Speaking  generally  the  private  Slaughter¬ 
houses  m  the  City  are  of  a  much  higher  standard,  structurally  and  otherwise 
than  m  many  areas.  One  change  in  occupation  took  place  during  the  year! 

At  many  Slaughterhouses  unsuitable  receptacles  were  being  used  for  the 
storage  and  conveyance  of  waste  offal  and  filth.  In  October  I  addressed  a 
circular  lettei  to  all  licence  holders  asking  for  the  provision  of  suitable  covered 
receptacles.  As  a  result,  33  heavy  iron  covered  bins  have  been  provided _ 

a  marked  improvement  !  7  other  letters  were  sent  respecting  various  minor 

matters. 
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A  total  of  24  beasts  and  all  edible  offal  were  condemned  and  destroyed 
for  tuberculosis  ;  15  of  these  being  covered  by  the  Indemnity  Fund  of  the 
local  Meat  Traders’  Association,  and  4  others  of  insurable  standard  belonging 
to  a  firm  not  members  of  the  scheme.  As  reported  in  previous  years,  it  will 
again  be  seen  that  the  Indemnity  Fund  has  proved  necessary  and  most 
helpful  to  its  members.  As  an  illustration  I  may  cite  one  case  where  a  mem¬ 
ber,  killing  approximately  3  beasts  weekly,  had  2  “cut  down”  and  destroyed 
in  one  day.  They  were  beasts  from  the  market.  Alive  they  gave  no  indication 
of  their  condition.  A  clear  case  of  misfortune,  not  misjudgment  ! 

The  usual  irregular  visits,  too  numerous  to  tabulate,  have  again  been 
paid  to  the  Market  Stalls,  Butchers’  Shops,  Making-up  Premises,  and  also 
to  Vans  in  the  Street  from  which  food  is  sold. 

KNACKERS’  PREMISES. — 2  licensed.  A  number  of  visits  have  been 
paid  thereto. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. — 104  persons  are  licensed 
under  this  Act.  7  new  applications  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 

FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED. 

The  following  have  been  condemned,  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  food  : — 

For  Tuberculosis  : — 

1,137  stones  of  beef  (15,876  lbs.).  (Namely — the  whole  carcases  of 

9  Ox  Beasts,  7  Heifers  and  8  Cows). 

Also  - 

1  Cow  (General  Bruising)  39|  stones. 

1  Young  Heifer  (Ditto)  15  stones. 

9  Pigs  (Generalised  Tuberculosis)  85f  stones. 

1  Pig  (Inflammation)  6J  stones. 

4  Pigs  (Erysipelas)  38  stones. 

4  Pigs  (Pneumonia)  31  \  stones. 

1  Pig  (Jaundice)  9  stones. 

2  Lambs  (Dropsy  and  Unmarketable)  9|  stones. 

58  stones  Beef  (Bruised  and  Unmarketable). 

A  number  of  pigs’  heads  (Localised  Tuberculosis). 

A  quantity  of  beasts’,  pigs’  and  sheep’s  edible  offal  (various  causes). 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH.  CIRCULAR  1728. 
SCHEDULE  OF  DETAILS  REQUIRED. 


Cattle. 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

T| 

1 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(approximately). 

4,446 

|  234 

100 

11,492 

14,404 

Number  inspected 

2,105 

82 

81 

4,584 

5,629 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

— 

1 

— 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

(*  See  Note  below) 

1.33 

1.2 

2.46 

.04 

.46 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

16 

8 

— 

— 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

34 

— 

1 

— 

47 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

(*  See  Note  below) 

2.37 

9.75 

1.43 

— 

,99 

Owing  to  the  strict  observance  by  the  Butchers  of  Clause  9  of  the  Meat 
emulations  which  requires  that  Notice  shall  forthwith  be  given  on  the  slaugh¬ 
ter  ot  an  animal  if  any  part  of  the  carcase  or  internal  organs  is,  or  may  appear 
unsound  or  diseased  the  *  condemnations  should  be  considered  as  fully 
covering  the  total  killing.  Each  week  several  such  notifications  are  received 
it  one  is  not  present  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 


Memo  62  Foods  is  followed  as  far  as  practicable  as  the  Standard  of  Condem¬ 
nation  All  condemned  carcases  are  destroyed  under  supervision  at  one  of  the 
local  Knackers  Premises. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  41  Bakehouses  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year.  3 
Bakehouses  were  closed  during  the  year  and  one  new  one  was  opened  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  One  change  in  occupation  also  took  place. 

86  visits  were  paid.  2  verbal  cautions  were  given.  Apart  from  this 
the  premises  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  mannei . 

Work  done  : — 

Limewashing  on  request  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ^ 

Premises  reconstructed  and  made  suitable  for  occupation  as  a 

Bakehouse  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  •—  ••••  •—  1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 
PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS. 

101  samples  have  been  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  Analysis — 42  of  which  were  Formal,  and  59  Informal. 


One  Formal  Sample  of  milk  was  certified  to  be  10  per  cent,  deficient 
in  fat.  A  following  up  sample  was  taken  from  the  same  vendor  four  days 
later  which  was  returned  as  genuine.  The  vendor  was  subsequently  cautioned 
by  the  Town  Clerk  respecting  the  defaulting  sample. 


Milk  . 

Butter 

Jam 

Dried  Fruit  . 

Pepper 
Potted  Meat 

Jellied  Veal  . 

Self  Raising  Flour 
Pickles 

Camphorated  Oil 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

Whisky 

Brandy 

Rum 

Gin 

Vinegar 

Lard 

Honey 

Chocolate  Roll 


42 

8 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

■  2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Margarine  .... 

Coffee 

Wines 

Seidlitz  Powder 

Raking  Powder 

Sausage 

Cream 

Rice 

Mincemeat .... 


3 

1 

.  2 

.  1 

.  2 

.  3 

.  2 

.  1 

.  2 

101 


The  milk  samples  (50  per  cent,  of  which  were  morning’s  milk)  gave  an 
average  composition  of  3.88  per  cent,  fat  ;  8.76  per  cent,  solids  not  fat. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923. 

Following  investigations  no  contraventions  under  the  above  Regulations 
have  been  noted, 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Following  are  the  particulars  of  the  Register  for  the  year  :• — 

(1)  Retail  Purveyors  having  Registered  Premises  in  the  City  ....  39 

(2  Retail  Purveyors  whose  Premises  are  situate  outside  the  City  20 

(3)  Producers  (Retail)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds  20 

(Included  in  No.  1  above). 

(4)  Producers  (Wholesale)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds  9 

(5)  Shopkeepers  selling  Bottled  Milk  only  „„  93 

Registered  during  the  year 

Retail  Purveyors  and  Premises  ....  ,,,,  ,,,,  ,,,,  -  1 

Shopkeepers  selling  Bottled  Milk  . 7 

Discontinued 

Retail  Purveyors  . 2 

Wholesale  Producers  .  4 

187  visits  were  paid  respecting  the  above  and  the  following  work  has 
been  done  : — 

New  Sheds  provided  .  2 

New  Dairy  with  wash-up  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Improvements  to  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  —  4 

Yard  paving  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••••  1 

Limewashing,  on  request  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ....  ....  2 


12 


Tests  were  made  from  time  to  time  with  the  “Trustmun”  Sediment 
Tester,  of  milk  on  sale  retail.  Verbal  cautions  were  given  in  the  few  cases 
where  the  result  of  the  tests  justified  this. 

< 

11  samples  were  taken  of  milk  on  sale  retail  for  microscopic  and  biological 
examination  by  the  Institute  of  Animal  Pathology,  Cambridge,  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli.  10  results  were  negative  and  1  positive  respecting  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  forthwith  took  the  necessary  action  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  thereto.  Subsequently  a  report  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  the  offending  animal  had  been  traced  and  slaughtered. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

By  the  new  Factories  Act,  which  came  into  force  in  July  of  the  year 
under  review,  the  term  “Workshop”  has  not  been  re-enacted.  Premises 
heretofore  “Workshops”  are  now  non-mechanical  factories — the  Act  dividing 
Factories  into  mechanical  and  non-mechanical. 


From  a  list  supplied  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  at  about  the  time 
the  Act  came  into  force,  the  following  excluding  Bakehouses  are  Registered  : — - 


Mechanical  Factories  .... 

Non-mechanical  Factories 
Total  .... 

Visits  paid  to  above . 

Defects  found  re  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Defects  found  re  other  matters 

Total . 

Defaults  remedied 

Notice  sent  . 

Outworkers’  lists  received 


Notices  from  H.M,  Inspector  of  Factories 
Re  New  Workshops 
Re  Complaints  . 


9  •  9  • 
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169 

75 

244 

109 

4 

2 

6 

a 

i 

3 
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CANAL  BOATS. 

2  Canal  Boats  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  satisfactory. 
No  new  registrations  have  been  applied  for  during  the  year.  There  are  47 
Boats  Registered  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  Fen  District.  Only  a 
few  of  the  Boats  ply  locally  at  irregular  intervals. 


PLEASURE  BOATS. 

Boats  licensed,  24.  Boatmen,  2.  Visits  paid,  27. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SEDEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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